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' The installation is to be based around a room that mixes the concepts of obstacle

o courses and arcade games, superheroes and candied beads, with scaffolding and
blocks arranged in deliberate ways reminiscent of their aesthetics alongside paintings
that emphasize the therapeutic process of working through the horrors of war.

Sultan bin Fahad

GwPow! (Gulf War Prisoners of War) Sparks of action, wartime verve, children sent out
for something beyond their years and come back aged and harried if at all. GwPOW
is a look back at the Gulf War, its many iconographies, ironies, and consequences on
the young soldiers it conscripted. Using found objects and war photographs. | want to
explore the cognitive confusion | faced at the time when | was in my late teens, looking
at how children are forced by war into things they shouldn't have to experience by
juxtaposing that childnood innocence with the brutality of conflict.

Archival Mess, 2024
Variable sizes

Smelled You Already, 2024
Variable sizes



Paintings showcase sketched out soldiers wielding super-heroics and power ups to

demonstrate the transient, transformative nature of life both during and after war, how

perceptions transmute and change. The work constructs canvas collages to interrogate :
conflicts of identity, fighting and surviving at an age when you should be free to explore

and play, contrasting the recreation of new media with its capacity for propagating

harrowing events to that effect.

Dusty, 2024 Saber, 2024
Mixed media, acrylic on canvas Mixed media, acrylic on canvas
137 x137 cm 241x 163 cm
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Laser, 2024 Laser, 2024
Mixed media, acrylic on canvas Mixed media, acrylic on canvas
256 x 163 cm 230 x 163 cm
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Other routine items have been transformed through
briliant beads and vibrant yarn wefts. These
beaded and yarn woven objects—be they satchels,
binoculars, clocks, helmets, water bottles, or other
such carry ons—are designed with the symbols
and iconography of the Gulf War—medals, flags,
warplanes,insignias, and Arabic words—in amanner
that recalls 8-bit pixel styles and quilt patternings,
which in turn serves to emphasize dissonant
innocence and clinical battle sadly crisscrossing.

ltems such as these promote the
tangible tethers of the past, how they
remain in our collective memories and
return with every call of another war.

Beaded every-day objects series, 2024
Mixed media
Variable sizes






Sultan bin Fahad
Saudi, b. 1971, Riyadh, KSA
Lives and works in New York, USA

Sultan bin Fahad is an established artist whose
conceptually-guided  practice  incorporates
drawing, painting, sculpture and installation.

Bin Fahad, who is based in the USA, explores
expressions of Islam and Saudi identity, histories
and national narratives through attention to the
products of his homelands prodigious material
culture. By a massing and rearranging eclectic and
domestic objects - including flasks, prayer mats, air
conditioning units and chandeliers —

Bin Fahad aims to connect past to present.

As a prodigious collector, bin Fahad's interest in
objects of design, art and decor feeds directly into
his artistic practice. His works often involve the
transformation of objects through grouping and
arrangement, to reveal meanings that can only
e manifested through the logic of selection and
language of multiplicity.

For bin Fahad, the readymade articles he deploys
can be understood as mnemonic objects
that, when transposed into the contemporary
moment, can illuminate latent cultural memories
both personal and communal.
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ATHR was founded in 2009 in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, by Mohammed Hafiz and Hamza Serafi.
From its onset it has been a pioneering gallery
with global aspirations. We represent artists that
have been the driving force of the gallery from the
beginning and who have inspired our responsive
mandate that evolves to accommodate the
ever-changing local scene. We pride ourselves
on being adaptive which has been a testament
to our legacy that has spanned over a decade.

Our diverse roster of artists work across multiple
disciplines and subject matter from the more
traditional such as painting and sculpture to more
unconventionalmethodsthatechothedaringnature
of the gallery. The subject matter they address also
vary wildly covering a spectrum of narratives that
vary from the personal scale to the macro-cultural.

ATHR has expanded in the kingdom with three
locations besides the original space; ATHR
AlUla is the first contemporary art gallery in the
historical city, and our newest outpost is ATHR
JAX, an important space in Riyadh, which is the
capital of Saudi Arabia and an important art hub
in the region. The opening of our Riyadh location
is a long-awaited location expansion for ATHR
beyond the western region of the kingdom. With
our growth to the various outposts in the kingdom,
the Jeddah location remains the largest space
and continues to be the ATHR headquarters.

About ATHR
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